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NEWS RELEASE

August 31, 2011

On Tuesday, August 31, 2011, at 8:44 p.m., the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety along with American Medical Response responded to the 800 block of 8th Street in reference to shots fired and a male subject down. Officers located an 18 year old male suffering from what appeared to be a single gun shot wound and was transported to Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center for treatment.  The victim was identified as Matthew Ray Cordova of Alamogordo, New Mexico and was later pronounced deceased at 9:46 p.m. by the Office of the Medical Investigator at the hospital.  

While on scene officers were able to quickly obtain a description of the suspect vehicle that had fled the scene and relayed the description to other local law enforcement agencies.  With the assistance of the Otero County Sheriff’s Office, the suspect vehicle was located in the community of Boles Acres.  With the information received, a search warrant was issued for the residence and the suspect vehicle. The Alamogordo Department of Public Safety Emergency Response Team was utilized in executing the search warrant.  Further information was also obtained identifying the suspect of the shooting as Benjamin David Baroz III, a 20 year old male of Alamogordo, New Mexico.  Officers subsequently stopped a vehicle traveling on South Canyon road and identified the passenger as Mr. Baroz III.   

As a result of the search warrant and evidence recovered, Mr. Baroz III was charged with an open count of murder (1st Degree Felony), shooting at or from motor vehicle (2nd Degree Felony), 2 counts of Tampering with Evidence (3rd Degree Felony), 2 counts of Aggravated Assault (Deadly Weapon) (Firearm Enhancement) (4th Degree Felony) and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia (Misdemeanor).  Mr. Baroz III was incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center on a $1,000,000.00 cash only bond pending arraignment.  Any additional information will be released by the 12th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.      

Release prepared by Detective Lieutenant Israel R. Trujillo 
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