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    (575) 439-4300

**UPDATE**

NEWS RELEASE

September 2, 2011

On Tuesday, August 31, 2011, at 8:44 p.m., the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety along with American Medical Response responded to the 800 block of 8th Street in reference to shots fired and a male subject down. Officers located an 18 year old male suffering from what appeared to be a single gun shot wound and was transported to Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center for treatment.  The victim was identified as Matthew Ray Cordova of Alamogordo, New Mexico and was later pronounced deceased at 9:46 p.m. by the Office of the Medical Investigator at the hospital. 
Follow-up investigation identified two other suspects for their participation into the shooting death of Mr. Cordova.  Benjamin David Baroz Jr., 46 years old and his wife Ernestine Baroz, 46 years old, both Otero County Residents, were arrested on September 1, 2011.   

As a result of the investigation and evidence recovered, Mrs. Baroz was charged with 2 counts of Tampering with Evidence (3rd Degree Felony).  Mrs. Baroz was incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center in lieu of a $30,000.00 bond pending arraignment.  Mr. Baroz Jr. was charged with was charged with an open count of murder (1st Degree Felony), open count of murder (Accessory) (1st Degree), shooting at or from motor vehicle (Accessory) (2nd Degree Felony), 2 counts of Tampering with Evidence (3rd Degree Felony), 1 count of Aggravated Assault (Deadly Weapon) (Firearm Enhancement) (4th Degree Felony), 1 count of Aggravated Assault (Deadly Weapon) (Firearm Enhancement) (Accessory) and Possession of Firearm by Felon (4th Degree).  Mr. Baroz Jr. was incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center on a no bond hold pending arraignment.  Any additional information will be released by the 12th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.      

Release prepared by Detective Lieutenant Israel R. Trujillo 

Approved by:                                    ______






