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Public Service Announcement
Winter Storms and Extreme Cold
With a winter storm fast approaching, the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety would like to remind you about winter weather safety.  A powerful winter storm will move into Southern New Mexico and West Texas tonight, bringing winter conditions that should last into Saturday morning. Daytime temperatures Friday, Saturday and Sunday are going to be the coldest we've experienced since February's Arctic blast, but it shouldn't get nearly as frigid as that. The Alamogordo Department of Public Safety is urging you to take the extra safety precautions during this winter storm.

Preparing For a Storm
Prepare a Home Emergency Supply Kit- Make sure you have a battery powered AM/FM radio and battery powered NOAA weather radio.  Stock the supply kit with non-perishable food that does not need to be cooked.  Keep a complete first-aid kit and a sufficient supply of prescription medications on hand at all times.   Have plenty of drinking water stored in plastic bottles.  Have a working flashlight with extra batteries for use during power outages (avoid using candles to reduce possible fire danger).

When the Power Goes Out
Stay clear of downed and sagging wires.  Treat all downed wires as if they are energized and keep a safe distance.  Do not attempt to repair or remove limbs from lines.  Unplug or turn off appliances that run continually or operate automatically.  This can prevent them from being damaged if a voltage surge occurs when power is restored.  Close off rooms that are not in use to conserve heat.
Danger of Carbon Monoxide

A gas oven or range top should never be used for heating. It could start a fire or fill the home with poisonous carbon monoxide (CO) fumes. Any fuel-burning heating equipment, including fireplaces, furnaces, water heaters, space heaters, portable heaters, generators and chimneys can produce carbon monoxide. Install carbon monoxide alarms inside your home to provide early warning of accumulating CO. Have your heating equipment inspected by a professional every year before cold weather sets in. If your CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air location and call for help. Remain at the fresh air location until emergency personnel say it is OK to return indoors. If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries or other trouble indicators in the alarm device itself.

Driving in Snow and Ice
Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room to stop.  Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other motorists and keep your lights and windshield clean. Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which will freeze first. Even at temperatures above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you might encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges.






