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NEWS RELEASE

December 28, 2011
On Tuesday, December 27, 2011, at approximately 5:50 p.m., Alamogordo Department of Public Safety responded to the 1st National Bank located at 414 E. 10th Street in reference to an armed robbery in progress.  It was determined that a male suspect, who was disguised, had walked up to the drive thru service building and passed them a suspicious package. He then stated that the package was a bomb and demanded money from the tellers. The suspect then fled the area in an unknown direction with an undisclosed amount of U.S. Currency.  With the assistance of the Otero County Sheriff’s Office, State Police and Motor Transportation Police, employees were evacuated from the building and a perimeter was set around the business.  Incident Command was then utilized to coordinate the investigation.  
Officers at the scene were able to quickly obtain statements from witnesses and a description of the suspect and the suspect vehicle.  A BOLO (be on the look out) for the suspect and suspect vehicle was relayed to surrounding law enforcement agencies.  Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Technicians out of Holloman Air Force Base were summoned to the scene to secure the suspicious package.  EOD Technicians examined the package and determined that the package did not contain explosives.  Detectives then were able to process the scene and obtained evidence.  FBI was also contacted due to the nature of the robbery and FBI Agents out of the Las Cruces Office responded to the scene.
With the information gathered through the investigation, Officers and Detectives were able to identify a suspect who was located at a local business on the 1000 Block of N. White Sands Bvld.  With the assistance of the FBI, Otero County Sheriff’s Office, State Police, and Motor Transportation Police, the suspect was taken into custody.

A search warrant was obtained and executed on the business which revealed evidence related to the robbery.  As a result of the investigation, the suspect identified as Jesus Romero age 46 of Alamogordo was arrested and turned over to FBI Agents on suspicion of robbery.  Mr. Romero was transported to the Dona Anna County Detention Center pending Federal arraignment.  All further information released on this case will go through FBI Public Affairs Division.     
Release prepared by Detective Sgt. Mark Esquero
Approved by:          Detective Lt. I. Trujillo_______






