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Holiday Safety Tips
With the approaching holidays, most people focus on family, celebration, and the spirit of the
season. However, for others, the holidays present an opportunity for theft, burglary, fraud and other
methods to further criminal purposes.

The Department of Public Safety will conduct extra patrols to deter crimes. But the department also
has tips to assist residents in keeping themselves from becoming targets of criminal activity.

Thieves consider shopping centers an easy target because of the high concentration of vehicles
holding newly purchased items. People often place purchases in their vehicles and then return to the stores
to continue shopping. Customers can safeguard packages by leaving purchases securely locked within a
compartment not visible from outside the vehicle—like a trunk. If the vehicle doesn’t have that kind of
compartment, shoppers can cover purchases with a tarp or blanket so that anyone looking into the vehicle
can’t be sure there are presents within or know where the occupants have shopped.

The stress and distractions of the holidays may cause usually conscientious shoppers to forget to
lock all doors to the vehicle. It is good practice to double check all doors, hatches and trunk lids to make
sure they are secure before returning to the stores for another round of shopping, especially at this time of
year.

Once the packages have made it home, they may still be a target for criminals. Residents should
make sure all doors of the home are locked and all windows secured when leaving the house. As is
advisable year-round, shrubbery in front of windows should be trimmed and manicured so that windows
are visible to the public eye from the street and so that the shrubbery does not provide a hiding place for
burglars.

Residents who place a Christmas tree in the window for decoration should not place wrapped

packages under the tree if the gifts can be seen from the window. Gift wrapped packages present an
attractive target for burglars. If packages must be placed at a location normally observable from outside
the home, residents should draw the curtains when they leave the house to prevent the tree and the gifts
from being seen by prying eyes.

Burglars monitor neighborhoods for signs that families have gone away for the holidays. Indicators
such as lights left on 24 hours a day or the accumulation of papers or mail give them a pretty good idea that
they can enter a home at their leisure and take whatever they find of value. If you are going to be away for
the holidays, make arrangements to have your mail and papers stopped while you are away or picked up by
someone else. Consider an inexpensive timer to turn lights on and off during the day to make it appear that
someone is there.

The holidays also present an increase in online and telephone frauds. A request that a resident
convert a check, money order or other instrument into cash and return some of the money to another party
is a scam. Anyone with a legitimate check, money order or negotiable instrument can cash it without the
assistance of an on-line contact.

This scam, unfortunately too common, is a method of laundering

counterfeit or worthless instruments for some of the victim’s hard-earned money. Any deal which seems
too good to be true invariably is.

Another common scam involves obtaining financial account information and then using the
information to take money out of the account. Anyone requesting a social security number, bank account
information, or any other personal identifier over the phone or on the internet is likely attempting to gain
access to the victim’s money. Anyone who receives such a request should check with the financial
institution and ask the person making the request for a call back number for verification purposes.
Institutions making a legitimate request will not be offended by these precautions; a scam artist will often
hang up or become angry at the response.

Any resident who believes someone has targeted them for a fraud or scam should notify law
enforcement. In some instances, officers will be able to track down the criminal or forward the information
to be included in an overall investigation of the scheme.

Last, but not least, after Christmas day, don’t pile up empty gift boxes from your new computer,
DVD Player, or television on the street for garbage pick-up. Leaving boxes that contained these items
outside is like an advertisement for what new items can be found in the home. Instead, break down the

boxes and get them in the dumpster or take them to a recycling center where they will not be associated
with your home.

While following the prescribed safety precautions does not guarantee that a person will not become
the victim of a crime during the holiday season, thieves are often opportunistic and, given the choice
between an easy target and a harder one, will select the easier one.

The Alamogordo Department of Public Safety wishes a safe and happy holiday season to every
member of the community!

