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NEWS RELEASE
December 3, 2012
On Saturday, December 01, 2012, at approximately 7:56 a.m., the Alamogordo Department of
Public Safety responded to Wal-Mart, located at 233 S. New York Avenue, in reference to a
larceny of jewelry that had already been committed. Video surveillance showed a Hispanic male
suspect breaking into the jewelry cabinets and unlawfully removing large amounts of various
types of jewelry. It also showed a Caucasian female suspect was in the company of the male.
The female was assisting the male by being the lookout while the male suspect was removing the
jewelry. A detailed description of the male suspect and female suspect were obtained by the
video surveillance. Video surveillance also showed the male suspect and female suspect exit the
business with the stolen merchandise and entered a light colored single cab 1970s model Ford
truck and flee the area.
On the same date, at approximately 10:24 a.m., the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety
responded to Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center, 2669 North Scenic Drive, in reference
to a larceny of medical supplies. Investigation showed a Hispanic male and a Caucasian female
were observed in several areas within the facility to include “authorized personnel only” areas
acting suspicious. It was learned GCRMC employees observed the two suspects with several
large trash bags containing, at the time, unknown items and then leaving the facility in a yellow
Ford pickup displaying a New Mexico license plate. In gathering statements from witnesses, the
male suspect, the female suspect, and the suspect vehicle matched the same description of the
two suspects that had committed the larceny at Wal-Mart. The investigation at GCRMC led to
the identity and place of residency of the female suspect.
Alamogordo Department of Public safety personnel then set up surveillance at an apartment
complex located in the 1200 Block of Jefferson Avenue. During the surveillance, the vehicle
matching the description as the suspect vehicle arrived at the apartment complex at which time a
traffic stop was initiated. The driver of the vehicle matched the description of the male suspect
seen in the Wal-Mart video surveillance and matched the description given by witnesses at
GCRMC. Officers then went to the female suspect’s apartment and located the female suspect,
who also matched the description obtained by Wal-Mart video surveillance and the description
given by witnesses from GCRMC. The male suspect was also in possession of merchandise
stolen from Wal-Mart and drug paraphernalia on his person. The male suspect was identified as
Daniel Benitez 28 years of age and the female suspect identified as Crystal Vasquez 33 years of
age both of Alamogordo.
Alamogordo Department of Public Safety personnel obtained and executed a search warrant on
the apartment and the vehicle. As a result of the search warrant, merchandise stolen from WalMart valued in excess of $9,000.00 and medical supplies to include controlled substances stolen
from GCRMC valued in excess of $6,000.00 were recovered from the residence and the vehicle.
Also recovered from the residence was stolen property to include credit cards belonging to
another tenant living in the same apartment complex.

As a result of the investigation and evidence recovered, Crystal Vasquez was charged with
Aggravated Burglary a 2nd Degree Felony, Shoplifting Over $2,500.00 a 3rd Degree Felony,
Conspiracy to commit Shoplifting a 4th Degree Felony, Larceny Over $2,500.00 a 3rd Degree
Felony, Conspiracy to Commit Larceny a 4th Degree Felony, 2 counts of 4th Degree Felony
Possession of Dangerous Drugs, Possession of Stolen Property a Petty Misdemeanor, 2 counts of
Petty Misdemeanor Possession of Stolen Credit Cards and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia a
Misdemeanor. Ms. Vasquez was also arrested on an outstanding Magistrate Court Arrest
warrant for failure to appear. Ms. Vasquez was incarcerated at the Otero County Detention
Center in lieu of a $101,981.00 bond.
As a result of the investigation and evidence recovered, Daniel Benitez was charged with
Aggravated Burglary a 2nd Degree Felony, Larceny Over $2,500.00 a 3rd Degree Felony,
Conspiracy to Commit Larceny a 4th Degree Felony, 2 counts of 4th Degree Felony Possession of
Dangerous Drugs, Shoplifting Over $2,500 a 3rd Degree Felony, Conspiracy to Commit
Shoplifting a 4th Degree Felony, 2 counts of 4th Degree Felony Tampering with Evidence, 1
count of Criminal Damage 4th Degree Felony, 1 count of Criminal Damage Petty Misdemeanor,
Possession of Stolen Property a Petty Misdemeanor and 2 counts of Petty Misdemeanor
Possession of Stolen Credit Cards and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. Mr. Benitez was
incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center in lieu of a $101,500.00 bond.
Any additional information will be released by the 12th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.
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