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NEWS RELEASE

September 16, 2011

On Thursday, September 15, 2011, at 5:04 p.m., the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety responded to the local Verizon Wireless Cellular telephone retail store located on the 900 block of S. White Sands in reference to shots fired. Investigation showed two Hispanic male subjects had entered the business and attempted to shoplift an electronic device from the store.  As the two subjects were attempting to leave with the device, store employees attempted to stop them from exiting the business.  At that time an off-duty ADPS officer intervened outside the store stopping one of the individuals.  The second individual then brandished a handgun firing a single gunshot in an unknown direction and threatened the off-duty officer as well as one of the store employees.  Both subjects then fled the scene in a black in color Chevrolet S10 pickup.
A description of the suspect vehicle and occupants were then given to surrounding agencies.  With the assistance of the United States Border Patrol the suspect vehicle was stopped on Hwy 70 West near mile marker 195 with two Hispanic male occupants.  The occupants were then identified as 26 year old Gunther Jason Otto and his nephew 19 year old Santos L. Otto both El Paso, Texas residents.

As a result of the investigation and evidence recovered, Mr. Gunther Otto was charged with Robbery (3rd Degree), Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (4th Degree), Larceny over $500 (4th Degree), Conspiracy to commit Larceny over $500 (4th Degree), 2 counts of Conspiracy to Assault with the intent to commit a violent felony (4th Degree) and 2 counts of Battery (petty misdemeanor).  Mr. Santos Otto was charged with 2 counts of Assault with intent to commit a violent felony (3rd Degree), Robbery (3rd Degree), Conspiracy to commit Robbery (4th Degree), Possession of a Firearm by Felon (4th Degree), Larceny over $500 (4th Degree), Conspiracy to commit Larceny over $500 (4th Degree) and Negligent use of a Firearm (petty misdemeanor).  Both subjects were incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center in lieu of bond pending arraignment.  Any additional information will be released by the 12th Judicial District Attorney’s Office.      

Release prepared by Detective Lieutenant Israel R. Trujillo 
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