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NEWS RELEASE

December 27, 2011
On Saturday, December 24, 2011, at approximately 11:50 a.m., Alamogordo Department of Public Safety along with American Medical Response responded to a business in the 1200 block of East 10th Street in reference to shots fired and a female subject down.   Once Officers arrived at the scene, witnesses directed officers to the east parking lot of the business and located a female suffering from multiple gunshot wounds.  The female victim identified as Marilyn Flesher, 60 years of age, was taken to Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center for treatment but was later transported to University Hospital in El Paso, Texas and listed in stable condition.  
Officers on scene were able to quickly obtain statements from witnesses and learned the shooting incident occurred in the back yard of 1102 Filipino Avenue.  Officers obtained a description of the suspect who retreated back into the residence prior to their arrival.  The investigation revealed the suspect, identified as Charlotte F. Burkholder, 56 years of age, was observed shooting at the victim and then striking her with the firearm that was used in the shooting.  
Officers, with the assistance of the Otero County Sheriff’s Office and U.S. Border Patrol, quickly secured the area and surrounded the residence. Due to the suspect failing to exit the residence, the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety Emergency Response Team was activated and responded to the scene.  As the ERT attempted to set up communications with Ms. Burkholder through the front window, she was observed inside the residence.  Members of the ERT forced entry into the residence and took Ms. Burkholder into custody without further incident.  
A search warrant was obtained and executed on the residence which revealed evidence related to the shooting incident.  A firearm recovered within the residence was learned to have been stolen out of Phoenix, Arizona.  As a result of the investigation, Ms. Burkholder was arrested and charged with 2 counts of aggravated battery with a deadly weapon causing great bodily harm, assault with intent to commit a violent felony, tampering with evidence, receiving/possession of a stolen firearm and negligent use of a deadly weapon.  Ms. Burkholder was incarcerated at the Otero County Detention Center of a $55,500.00 bond pending arraignment.       
Release prepared by Detective Sergeant Mark Esquero 

Approved by:  Detective Lieutenant Israel R. Trujillo_






