Though I am using a woman as an example, the purpose of this program is to show how to take an entry
in a source and discover more about the person who was mentioned. I began with the book “DAR
Patriot Index” and found a female Singleton. Singleton is one of my family names. Sarah Craig Singleton
is noted as providing PS, or Patriotic Service. This term is used for persons who aided and abetted the
American Revolutionary cause, but did not actually fight. There are actually quite a few women listed, as
well as men who were too old or incapacitated to fight.
Then I went to the online DAR Ancestor Search.
http://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search/ Enter “Singleton” in the first box, “Sarah” in the
second box. Here I found that her Patriotic Service was “Carried water to the soldiers at Bryants Station
1782.”
I searched Bryants Station on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryan_Station
This gave me background on the event and pictures of the location:
http://www.bryanstationalumni.org/monument.php
By this time I had found out that the associated battle was the Battle of Blue Licks. There is an article on
the overall conflict in a 2006 issue of Kentucky Ancestors, which is available online:
https://history.ky.gov/pdf/Publications/KHS_Ancestors_v42_n2.pdf “Sally Craig” is mentioned in this
article.
However, apparently Sally/Sarah and her husband Manoah Singleton are not mentioned as being
present at the siege in any early accounts. It seems that they were added to the list of participants in the
1930s, at the behest of some of their descendants. Though the DAR still accepts their service, I
personally would not choose this couple to join the DAR on. Of course they lived in the area, and were
probably there in the fort, but it would be nice to have a definitive statement.
On another personal note, some of the other people at the fort are probably my cousins. So I decided to
look at Sarah’s family tree to see if there was a connection. I found her tree at
FamilySearch: https://www.familysearch.org/tree/pedigree/landscape/MT11-9TP
I was very intrigued to note her descent from William Spencer, 2 nd Baron Spencer, of Althorp,
Northamptonshire, England. Those of you who are ardent fans of the British royal family will recognize
this baron as an ancestor of Princess Diana. So I endeavored to confirm that.
Unfortunately, Sarah’s ancestor who was born in Virginia in 1630 is NOT a son of the baron, though he
shares the same name. This Robert Spencer lived from 1630 to 1679 in Virginia. No wife is given for him.
I was unable to find any definitive information on his antecedents.
The baron’s son was born in England in 1629, and died there in 1694. He was created Viscount Teviot in
1685. He married his cousin, Jane Spencer. But the real proof of his not being Sarah’s ancestor is that he
was childless: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Spencer,_1st_Viscount_Teviot. Some more of his
biography: https://armorial.library.utoronto.ca/stamp-owners/SPE005 (There is also no evidence that
Baron William ever went to Virginia and fathered another son named Robert there.)
So I found out a lot of information on the DAR entry but also a lack of contemporary or early verification
of the facts stated there. I also discovered an erroneous family tree, where two people with the same
name were confused. The moral is: double check what you find, whether it be in a book or online.

